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Ballroom Dance Boutique Day

1:30pm-1:45pm 

Raffle Drawing 
Sponsored by  

Glo Lounge Tanning Salon  
and Cinema Ballroom

1:00pm-1:30PM 

Men’s and Women’s 
Dancewear Fashion Show 

Sponsored by Dance America,  
Dore Designs and Cinema Ballroom

General Admission is Free 
Ballroom Esthetic Seminar is $125 

RSVP via Facebook at 
facebook.com/ballroomdancefair 
or by sending e-mail to rsvp@ballroomdancefair.com 

Makeup Seminar is first come first served. 
RSVP Now.  Limited space is available!

Complimentary hors d'oeuvres and  
beverages sponsored by Cinema Ballroom

Saturday, May 18 
11:00am-2:00pm 
Cinema Ballroom Mezzanine

Performing in 
your studio 

showcase or 
have a 

Competition 
Coming up?  

this is the event for you!

Participating Vendors 
Dore Designs 
Dance America 
Showtime Dance Shoes 
GIA Minerals Makeup 
Cinema Ballroom Dance Shoppe

11:30am-12:30pm 

Creating Your  
Ballroom Dance Esthetic 

Men’s Seminar 
Suit fitting, Men’s attire Hemming and button repair 

basics, Men’s dance make-up application.   
Cost includes seminar, custom measurement sheet, 

sewing kit and men’s makeup kit. 

Women’s Seminar 
Ballroom hair and makeup basics.  

Learn a simple versatile hair 
style and makeup 

application for your next 
show or competition.  

Dress consultation. 
Cost includes seminar, 

women’s makeup kit with 
makeup bag and brushes.

Dancing Classrooms Meets 
Language Immersion
By Sydney Schoeberle

“Shake your buttons!”
“To the racetrack!”
“Escort position!”

That’s what you’ll hear in any Dancing Classrooms lesson. But at 
Windom Dual Immersion School, you’ll  hear “póngale onda!” 
and at L’Étoile du Nord French Immersion School, “changer de 
partenaire!”

Local nonprofit Heart of Dance brings the physical, mental, 
and emotional benefits of partner dance to fifth and eighth 
graders in schools across Minnesota through the global Dancing 
Classrooms residency.  Cross-cultural competence is already 
engrained in Dancing Classrooms, as students learn the native 
country and culture of each dance. But this semester, for the first 



time, this proven Social Emotional Learning curriculum is being 
taught in language immersion classrooms in French (at L’Étoile 
du Nord) and Spanish (at Windom).   

According to the Center for Applied Linguistics, language 
immersion programs lead to high functional proficiency in a 
second language, enhanced knowledge of language in general, 
and a greater understanding and respect for other languages and 
cultures.

“Speaking two languages opens the world up for students,” says 
Windom Principal Jim Clark. “By doing Dancing Classrooms 
in Spanish, it just helps students to see once again how so many 
things are and can be done in Spanish.”

“We’re meeting the curriculum standards for any school and 
helping teach social and emotional skills in the context of dance,” 
says L’Étoile du Nord Teaching Artist Shannon Butler. “But 
these classes fill an even more specific role so that students can 
get the benefits of the program, without losing the benefit of an 
immersion school.”

This adapted residency poses a fun challenge for both students 
and teachers. For Teaching Artist Mariana Rocio Petersen, who 
was born and raised in Argentina, teaching Dancing Classrooms 
in Spanish makes learning Latin dances like the Tango and 
Merengue a more immersive experience for her students.

“I feel like I can connect on a different level with the kids by 
being bilingual and I think the class is more fun,” says Peterson. 
“I don’t think it’s that much different when it comes to the 
dancing, but I think the extra challenge of having to switch back 
and forth from one language to another while dancing is an extra 
mental challenge for them and me.”  

“Having the residency in French enhances our immersion 
program because students have the chance to use the target 
language in a different setting,” says Chrystel Klein, fifth grade 
teacher at L’Étoile du Nord. “Dancing Classrooms provides an 
enrichment of vocabulary that we don’t use on an everyday 
basis.”

Translating the Dancing Classrooms curriculum into Spanish 
and French has taken some extra lesson planning. Certain chants 
when translated add extra syllables, and Teaching Artists need to 
be mindful of maintaining the cadence of the dances. According 
to Butler, some standard Dancing Classrooms phrases simply 
lack a cultural equivalent when translated, which she realized 
when asking her students to stack their pancakes, or hands, on 
top of one another. 

“Pancakes don’t exist in French. They say pancakes if they’re 
talking about American pancakes and of course the students 
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know what they are, but to find a true French equivalent used 
in the same way is tricky. People have said, ‘oh it’s crêpes,’ but 
you don’t stack crêpes like you would stack pancakes. Crêpes are 
served folded or rolled, so to say stack your hands like crêpes 
makes no sense and forms a false analogy.”

It is easy to see how basic phrases like these might pose some 
amusing challenges along the way.

Pancakes aside, in any setting Dancing Classrooms provides 
a platform for students of all backgrounds to come together 
and connect. By teaching Dancing Classrooms in Spanish at 
Windom, the language barrier is removed even further for 
students who are not native English speakers.

“We typically have a student or two who is new to the 
country,” says Kathryn Morris, fifth grade teacher at Windom. 
“Teaching this program in Spanish has allowed them to not 
only participate, but to actually comprehend what is happening 
during each lesson and to interact with the instructor on several 
levels.”

Like any Dancing Classrooms residency, the outcomes of this 
program have been transformative, as students achieve personal 
growth in confidence, kindness, and cross-cultural competence.

“Dancing Classrooms has always had a positive impact on my 
students, and I am thankful for that,” says Morris. “This year, 
in general, I have seen a sense of calmness. Although there are 
some who are still not completely comfortable with dancing, 
they have become more comfortable with their classmates and 
that carries into areas beyond our dance lessons.”
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Lakeside Dance Club

lakesideballroom.org

Lakeside Ballroom • Glenwood MN 

 Live Music!  3-7 p.m. 
 Velvet Brass • Jan 20 & Mar 24 

Jerry O’Hagan • Feb 10    
Tuxedo Junction • Apr 28 

$10 General • $5 17-30 yrs old

danceclub@lakesideballroom.org 320-763-6432


