
My name is Jose.  I am 11 years old and I’m a fifth grader at Harambee Elementary 
School in Maplewood. In my Salvadorian culture, dancing is very big.   

I liked Dancing Classrooms because it did not just teach us how to dance.  It 
taught us how to make more bridges with our classmates, like a better friendship 
and getting to know someone better.  I didn’t know my best friend liked to dance 
the merengue, and he was my best friend. My favorite part was learning the 
different cultures from the dances. 

I was nervous at first in front of the class than I got a little bit loose.  Then it 
started being fun and cool.   

Maybe you made a mistake…”that’s OK.”  Ms. Bonnie would say, “It was really nice 
to have that support behind me.    

It was weird to touch a girl at first. Then I got used to it.  That’s what Dancing 
Classrooms taught us--we can be more together, not just boys and girls.  I enjoyed 
dancing with a partner because she was like my teammate and we practiced on the 
playground together.   

Being a part of a family is important, not just my normal family but --other people 
getting together-- and everyone knows there is nothing stronger than love in the 
world and I think that was really important from Dancing Classrooms.   

It was important to get into the shoes of someone else and feeling different types 
of feelings and I think Dancing Classrooms can do that for you to feel something 
else than just doing the dance.  It can teach you more than that.   

I want to thank Ms. Griebel for bringing Dancing Classrooms to Harambee.     
Everyone should have the experience of getting to know different dances and 
feeling the dance inside of your body.  It is really beautiful to feel the dance and 
to feel the emotion in it.  Dancing Classrooms was really big, it was not just dancing 
but bringing a lot of emotions, a lot of feelings, and a lot of friendship and I think 
everyone should have that in their school.  It’s really beautiful.  

Dancing Classrooms was really fun and I can’t believe it has to stop.  But I think 
having that time in my brain and in my body was really beautiful.  I’ll still have a 



part of Dancing Classrooms in my heart because that was really strong and I’ll 
never forget it.  It was so awesome.   

	


